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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM AND OLENE

DOYLE

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I am
proud to stand before my colleagues
today and pay tribute to a couple who
have so positively influenced the peo-
ple of Washington County, Vermont
over the course of their lives. William
and Olene Doyle will be honored as the
Washington County Citizens of the
Year by the Green Mountain Council of
Boy Scouts on November 22nd, 1999.

My old friend Bill Doyle has navi-
gated a well rounded career as a teach-
er, politician, and author. Since 1958,
he has been teaching history and gov-
ernment at Johnson State College. In
1968, he was elected to serve as one of
Washington County’s three State Sen-
ators, a role in which he has thrived for
over three decades. As a skilled teacher
and a master of parliamentary rules,
Bill has been an invaluable mentor and
mediator in the Vermont State House.
Bill has written two books, including
The Vermont Political Tradition,
which is regarded by many to be a
‘‘must read’’ on Vermont political his-
tory. He has also taken his passion for
government and politics and created
the annual ‘‘Doyle Poll,’’ our yearly
gauge of public opinion on the hottest
and sometimes most controversial
issues facing Vermonters. While admit-
tedly unscientific, the poll’s results are
soundly reflective of Vermont senti-
ment.

As the son of an art teacher, I have
always held a deep respect for the arts
and for those who are able to inspire
creativity in our nation’s young peo-
ple. Olene Doyle has taught art in ele-
mentary, secondary, and higher edu-
cation institutions in the central
Vermont region. Her dedication to arts
and education led her to volunteer po-
sitions on the local school board in
Montpelier, as well as on the board of
the Wood Art Gallery, where, inci-
dently, I now hold the annual Congres-
sional Arts Competition.

Bill and Olene raised three wonderful
children. However, they have never
stopped teaching as evidenced by their
ongoing community service and in-
volvement in their local church and
non-profit organizations. Given the
countless hours they dedicate to com-
munity service, it is noteworthy that
the couple finds the time to pursue per-
sonal hobbies such as golf and gar-
dening. And while I have never had the
privilege of seeing the Doyle gardens, I
have been told they are a vibrant re-
flection of the dedication which Bill
and Olene give to everything they do.

I am thankful for the opportunity to
express my heartfelt praise. I can think
of few couples more worthy of this
award. Years of partnership and devo-
tion to each other have inevitably
spilled over into the Vermont commu-
nity, where Bill and Olene have truly
made their mark as two of Vermont’s
most influential and giving people.∑

BRETT WAGNER ON RUSSIAN
NUCLEAR MATERIALS

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is
important that we remember how vital
our nuclear nonproliferation programs
with Russia are to our national secu-
rity. That’s why I was pleased, in re-
cent weeks, to see two articles by Brett
Wagner in the San Francisco chronicle
and in the Wall Street Journal, which
I would like to submit for the RECORD.

Mr. Wagner is the president of the
California Center for Strategic Studies,
and his articles bring much needed at-
tention to an essential aspect of our
nuclear nonproliferation policy—to en-
sure that Russian weapons-grade, high-
ly-enriched uranium does not fall into
the wrong hands. We need to live up to
our agreement with Russia and
strengthen our nuclear, chemical and
biological nonproliferation program
with that nation. Our future could well
depend on it.

I believe that Mr. Wagner’s articles
will be of interest to all of us in Con-
gress who care about these issues, and
I ask that they be printed in the
RECORD.

The articles follow.
[From the San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 22,

1999]
U.S. MUST MOVE QUICKLY TO BUY RUSSIA’S

EXCESS NUKES

(by Brett Wagner)
Without a doubt, what’s been most frus-

trating about being a national security spe-
cialist in the 1990s has been urging that the
United States buy the hundreds of tons of
undersecured excess weapon-grade uranium
scattered across Russia—only to repeatedly
hear in response that this could never hap-
pen in the real world because of Washing-
ton’s never-ending struggle to balance the
federal budget.

My, how things change.
Today, Washington is awash in an unprece-

dented trillion-dollar budget surplus—a sur-
plus expected to surpass $100 billion in the
next fiscal year alone.

Politicians from both major parties are
busy, of course, debating what to do with all
the extra money. Unfortunately, neither
party has even mentioned Russia’s offer to
sell its enormous stockpiles of excess weap-
on-grade uranium to the United States as
quickly as possible in exchange for badly
needed hard currency.

Congressional and presidential priorities
aside, it’s hard to imagine a better time to
reconsider this issue.

By now, almost everyone who reads the
newspaper or watches the evening news
knows that Russia has yet to develop any re-
liable means of securing its enormous stock-
piles of weapon-grade uranium and pluto-
nium. It doesn’t even have an accounting
system capable of keeping track of them.

And as the media often remind us, these
materials have already begun leaking into
the West—troubling news, to say the least,
considering that:

The blueprints and non-nuclear compo-
nents necessary to build crude but highly ef-
fective nuclear weapons are already widely
available;

It only takes 20 or 30 pounds of highly en-
riched uranium to arm a device capable of
leveling a city the size of downtown Wash-
ington;

Rogue states and terrorist groups openly
hostile to the United States have already at-
tempted several times to purchase nuclear

warheads or material from Russian nuclear
workers;

There is no reliable way of keeping a nu-
clear weapon or contraband from being
smuggled into U.S. territory if it ever does
fall into the wrong hands.

What most people don’t seem to remember,
however, is that for several years now Russia
has been trying to sell these same under-
secured stockpiles of highly enriched ura-
nium to the United States for use as nuclear
fuel in commercial power plants and, what’s
more, that an agreement designed to help
further this goal was signed by President
Clinton and Russian leader Doris Yeltsin in
February 1993.

Unfortunately, that agreement is a full
year behind schedule, with shipments from
1993 through 1999 representing only 80 tons of
highly enriched uranium—30 tons short of
the minimum goal by the end of its seventh
year in force. Moreover, even if the agree-
ment were moving ahead at full speed, it
would still cover only a fraction of Russia’s
excess weapon-grade uranium (500 of 1,200
tons), and none of its plutonium. A frus-
trated Russia can’t understand why America
wants to move so slowly.

Meanwhile, terrorism is spiraling out of
control in and around Moscow, war is break-
ing out again in the Caucus and the nuclear
materials from thousands of dismantled Rus-
sian warheads continue to pile up in poorly
protected makeshift warehouses scattered
across several time zones, many of them far
from the central government’s watchful eye.

All of which begs the question: How long
can things go on this way, before we run out
of luck? Or, in other words, how long can
Russia’s hundreds of tons of missile mate-
rials be stored so haphazardly before small
but significant amounts begin winding up in
the hands of terrorists or rogue states?

The time has come for Washington to fi-
nally put its money where its mouth is and
use part of the enormous budget surplus to
purchase as much of Russia’s fissile mate-
rials—both uranium and plutonium—as Mos-
cow is willing to sell, and as quickly as Mos-
cow is wiling to sell them.

The case for taking such a bold step should
be easy to make with the American people.

First, the sticker price would be remark-
ably low—less than $20 billion. And since the
U.S. government would presumably one day
sell most or all of the uranium and pluto-
nium for use as nuclear fuel, the expense
would not have to be counted as an expense—
an argument sure to resonate well with fis-
cal conservatives eager to keep pace with
Gramm-Rudman.

Second, one could compare the price tag
with the hundreds of billions of dollars
America spent to defend itself and its allies
against nuclear weapons during the Cold
War; the trillion dollars of human life that
would result if a small nuclear device were
ever successfully detonated in a place such
as downtown Washington; and the billions of
dollars that rogue states and terrorist groups
have already offered Russian nuclear work-
ers for extremely small amounts of the same
nuclear material.

And there is the tremendous sense of relief
in purchasing the very stuff that for so long
threatened America’s very survival, and
which now threatens the whole world.

With the 2000 election cycle beginning to
pick up steam, and with the possibility of a
viable third-party presidential candidate
growing by the day, one would think that
the two major parties would be scrambling
to take the lead on this most serious of na-
tional Security issues.
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